What is the optimum perioperative drug therapy following lower-extremity vein bypass surgery?
While endoluminal procedures are now commonly done for symptomatic peripheral arterial disease, vein bypass remains the gold standard for revascularization. Lower extremity vein bypass procedure success is dependent on patient factors, surgical judgment and technique, including use of medications. Cardioprotective medications have proven efficacy to decrease morbidity and mortality, but their use to improve graft patency is less well known. We review the up to date use of medications with known vascular effects that may promote graft success, as well as decrease cardiovascular events in this high risk patient group.